
 
January 3, 2021 AM  

 

Psalm 73 – DEALING WITH THE GOOD GOD & BAD PEOPLE 

I. GENRE:  Wisdom Psalm with Lament and Resolution  

A. There is general consensus that this is some sort of Wisdom psalm though it 
is not composed like most of them. 

1. Many words in this poem are common to wisdom writings: wicked (3), 
trouble (5), heart (7), know/ledge (11), chastened (14), pondered (16), 
perceived (17), senseless (22), ignorant (22), counsel (24), desire (25). 

2. And yet the poem does not feel like other wisdom poems (Pss 1, 19). 

B. Ps 73 also contains parts common in laments (vv. 4-14) as well as songs of 
thanks (vv. 21-28, esp. 28c).  

3. SETTING & USAGE 

A. AUTHOR: Asaph or One of His Descendants. 

1. Pss 73-83 (as well as Ps 50) are all ascribed to Asaph 

2. Asaph was the chief musician of the sanctuary appointed by David. His 
brother, Heman (Ps 88), and another musician named Ethan were the 
chief worship leaders amongst the Levites. 

a. It is possible that this psalm was written by one of Asaph’s 
descendants or underlings. 

b. Ps 74 has the same heading but was clearly written after the 
Babylonian overthrow in 586 BC, some 400 years after David’s time. 

c. Asaph’s descendants were active when worship was restored in 536 
BC. Ezra 3:10. 

B. BACKGROUND: No datable events are present, though it was clearly written 
when the sanctuary was fully functioning. The poem describes some time 
when certain ungodly people had unchecked influence.  

C. PLACEMENT 

1. Ps 73 begins the 3rd book of the Pss (73-89). 

a. This collection mostly contains psalms written by the teams of 
musicians appointed by David. 

b. Only Ps 86 is by David himself. 

c. Following the heights of Ps 72’s kingdom glories, Ps 73 is a reminder 
that not all is glory and light in the kingdom during this age.  

2. Ps 73 sits practically in the middle of the Psalms. If Pss 1 and 2 are 
considered as introductory to the whole Psalter (not just to book 1), 
then Ps 73 sits almost squarely in the middle. 

a. Ps 73 gives an interpretive key to understanding the Psalms.  

b. It grounds us both in theological truth God is always good) and real 
world awareness (the wicked seem to flourish). 

III. STRUCTURE: Conflicted Reflection (vv. 1-12), Crisis of Faith (vv. 13-17), 
Confidence Restored (vv. 18-28) 

A. The term “surely” signals the start point of sections 2 (v. 13) and 3 (v. 18).  

B. Section 3 is the only portion written as a prayer (Note the switch to “You”). 

IV. NOTES: 

A. God’s Goodness from Beginning to End: The psalm opens and closes with 
references to God’s goodness (vv. 1, 28). In between is the struggle to 
believe that and live it out in a world where wicked people prosper. 

B. Hard Feelings: The psalmist struggles with feelings of futility and wonders 
whether he’s been good for nothing. When he mentions washing his hands 
(v. 13), he’s thinking of the requirements of God’s Law symbolized by 
ceremonial washings required before coming to the Sanctuary (Ex 30:19-21). 

C. Hard Verses: Some of the imagery is difficult to interpret (fat eyes in v. 7; 
drained water in v. 10). Nonetheless, the overall imagery & message is clear. 

D. Glory Bound: Not only is the psalmist certain that God is with him in the 
present, he looks forward to the fulness of God’s presence in heaven (v. 24).



 


